
The Rev’d. William Holland (vicar at Over Stowey) kept 

a diary between 1799 - 1818.  One entry dated Nov. 7th., 

reads  . . . “Still more rain, where will it end ?  The Poor, 

the Poor, how are they to live this winter ? We must do all 

we can to assist and Providence will do the rest”. 

        Well worth a read if you can get hold of a copy. 

You don’t need to go far to find fine Romanesque 

Church architecture  -  there .is some at  Stogursey, 

a Church dedicated to St. Andrew. 

It dates from early 12 C., and was once  a Priory 

Church of a French Benedictine Abbey.   

One wonders what the ‘locals’ would have made of 

the French-speaking monks who lived there ? 

       *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

  If you have any  memories of Aisholt Church which you think would be 

of interest to parishioners, please send to Peter Baker  -  ’Chedzoy’,  Aisholt,  Bridgwa-

         *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

Our churchyard is a haven for flowers and wildlife as well as being the resting place for many of 

our ancestors. It is the policy of the Parochial Church Council for environmental reasons to leave 

most of the grass uncut until the spring flowers have set their seed – usually at the end of May. 

The church yard is then strimmed at intervals sufficient to permit access to memorials and keep 

unwelcome weeds at bay, whilst also maintaining a friendly habitat for flora and fauna. 

This is a difficult balance to maintain, and we ask for your understanding as we strive to keep the 

church surroundings a place of peace and beauty for all God’s creatures. 

  
Not everyone is a devotee of the 1662 Prayer Book, of course, -  for some its 

language is archaic, much akin to the language of Shakespeare.  But, as a liturgy 

used at Aisholt Church for the past 350 years, it brings a sense of continuity to 

our worship; something to be treasured in a changing world. For us, at Aisholt, 

we  appreciate the majesty, beauty and spititual depth of the Book of Common 

Prayer. 

If you are not familiar with it, have no qualms !  Our Rector,  Chloe, has 

produced a simple guide to help you.  

     the church of all saints, Aisholt   

In April we printed and distributed sixty copies of the 

magazine to households throughout the Parish.  We hope you 

enjoyed reading it and, perhaps, it even inspired you to come 

and visit the Church from time to time.  That you will be 

warmly welcomed goes without saying. 

Unlike most Churches, it is not surrounded by houses on 

every side, but somewhat remote from its Parishioners. 

Consequently, congregations  tend to be small. You could 

certainly help there! Its location, of course, has certain 

advantages  -  a peacefulness not always enjoyed elsewhere.  

And without Peace, some would say, it is not always   

possible to hear the quiet voice of God.  
         The Peace of God which passeth all understanding. 
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There are very few church buildings 

dating from the Anglo-Saxon period 

which have not been altered in some 

way.  One rare example is the Church 

of St. Laurence at Bradford-on-Avon. 

This door of the ancient Church of St. Mary, 

Chedzoy, is said to be about 700 years old.  

The reigning monarch at the time was 

probably Edward II.  Imagine how those 

passing through it in those days would have 

looked ? 

The Office of Compline is not one which we hear often in  

Anglican Churches, except insofar as Cranmer drew upon it when 

composing the liturgy for Evening Prayer.  Some of the prayers 

are well-worth learning by heart.: 

  “Visit we beseech thee, O Lord, this dwelling, and 

drive from it all the snares of the enemy; May thy 

holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in peace; And 

may thy blessing be upon us evermore.” 

     *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

   “The trouble with common-sense”, said Voltaire, “is that it’s not very common! ” 

     *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

As you probably know, the Organ at 

All Saints is somewhat rare, said to 

be one of only three recorded in the 

country.  It was made by Samuel 

Parsons of London, circa 1820.   

Does anyone remember who pumped 

the bellows by hand before electricity 

was installed in 1966 ?    

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    

                          services during June 

 

 Sunday, 5th  11 a.m.     Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday, 12th  6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 

 Sunday, 19th  11 a.m. Matins 

 

 Sunday, 26th  11 a.m. Matins 

The Reformers were not too keen on rood 

screens, (to put it mildly).  They thought  

these screens separated the Minister at the 

altar from the Congregation in the nave., 

which to some extent was true. Having 

destroyed the screen, some went even further 

and brought the altar itself down into the 

nave.   

A fine example of a 16 C rood screen can be 

seen at St. Mary’s Church, Bishops Lydeard.    

  The Church of St. Peter and St. Paul,   

    Over Stowey 

   Our sister-Church of St. Peter and  

St. Paul at Over Stowey has 

something in common with Christ 

Church Cathedral in Oxford and St. 

Philip’s Cathedral, in Birmingham. 

All have stained-glass windows 

designed by Edward Burne-Jones. 

   *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

     *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    

In the next issue we shall feature a local Saint who was born at 

Baltonsborough in the Mendip district of Somerset.    
        “ St.- -  -  -  - , as the saying goes,  

 Once pulled the devil by the nose;       

           With red-hot tongs, which made him roar,   

           That he was heard three miles or more ! 
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